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Member
PASTOR
LEE LOWERY

“It’s a place to meet some beautiful people. I listen to their stories. They listen to mine.”

Pator Lee Lowery

Born in Deberry,
Texas, in 1937, Lee Lowery is known around
the Carl Gipson Center as Pastor Lee. He’s
a retired Mennonite preacher who’ll tell
you he has “…a touch of dementia, and I
can’t see out of one eye,” but Pastor Lee is
still a force of nature at 85.
In 1941 the Lowery family relocated from
Texas to Saginaw, Michigan, after Lee’s
father James got a job at General Motors.
James was a Baptist Deacon, hardworking
and authoritarian. “I remember him saying,
‘I don’t want no dancing, cussing, card
playing, smoking or drinking in this house’."
Lee had wanted to become a fighter like
his older brother Wesley. “All my life I
wanted to be a professional boxer. I had a
reputation as a good fighter. I hit hard, fast
and hard. I tried to knock them down,
knock them out.” But his father’s rules kept
Lee “….out of jail and out of a lot of trouble.”
A vacation bible school put on by traveling
Mennonites changed Lee’s path. “These

were the first white people in my whole
life…who loved us, and treated us like we
were equal to them.. You see, in those
days we were second class citizens. You
could call it Jim Crow.” Lee became a
Christian, and after high school enrolled
at Hesston Junior Mennonite College
outside of Wichita, Kansas.
That’s when Lee started writing to a girl
he’d never met, who lived over a thousand
miles away.
A traveling Mennonite couple connected
Lee with Leona, a Christian girl they knew
back in Pennsylvania. Lee and Leona
began writing letters, and didn’t stop for
three years. For the first two they didn’t
exchange photos, but one day, Leona sent
Lee a picture, and Lee remembers that
day in Wichita, taking it out of the
envelope. “Oh my goodness! When I saw
that thing I wanted to get on an express
bus. She looked like a Black Madonna.”
continued on page 2
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Lee worked up the courage and sent her a
photo of him, and after all those letters,
the two got engaged.
But, Pastor Lee almost didn’t make it to his
own wedding.
He had to replace the motor in his 1956
Chevy Bel Air, which delayed his trip, and
then he finally left, driving East out of
Kansas toward Pennsylvania. After he
crossed the Missouri state line, a trooper
pulled him over, asked him to get out of
the car and turn around, then handcuffed
him. “I asked what I did. He said I crossed
the double line.” The officer took Lee back
to a jail in Kansas on a Friday night. Lee
was due in church on Sunday morning over
1,200 miles away.
Lee’s brother back in Saginaw sent money,
and Lee got out on Saturday morning. He
prayed and prayed, and up to this day
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SUPPORT

swears he did 100 mph on the turnpike
the whole way to Pennsylvania. He sped
down to get the marriage license, then
the tuxedo, and arrived in time to marry
Leona. It was June 27th, 1964.
Fifty-seven years of marriage have taken
Lee and Leona to Colorado, Indiana, Illinois
and finally here to Washington, to be near
their daughter Michele.
Today Lee lives in a group home in
Mountlake Terrace, and his Doctor has
advised him not to go places alone. Before
he found the Gipson Center, he was often
alone, by himself, in his room.
“I needed a place to go. You see, I’m an
extrovert, and there’s so many nice people
here.”
“Instead of sitting around doing nothing, this
place makes me enjoy getting older.”

Pandemic Blues

Pandemic Blues is a SUPPORT GROUP for people dealing with depression, anxiety and loss.
Covid got you down? Losing too many friends? Too much alone time? Societal angst got
you enraged? You are not alone. Come and join a group whose aim is to support each
other and help each one find a path through this particular wilderness.
Facilitated by volunteer Nancy Fischer, the Pandemic Blues group meets the 2nd and 4th
Thursday from 10:30 to 11:30. Join us and be part of the solution.
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SPEAKER
SERIES

The Gipson speaker series is open to all in the community. Lunch is provided by
Homage and begins at 11:30 am. Speakers begin at 11:45 am. Our lunch is free to
low-income seniors, $4.00 for seniors able to pay and $8.00 for non-seniors.

WEDNESDAY • MAY 4, 2022

WEDNESDAY • MAY 18, 2022

Nancy Brosemer

BRENNAN DAVIS

LEAD MENTAL HEALTH
COUNSELOR,
HOMAGE

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
EVERETT'S RECOVERY CAFE

WEDNESDAY • MAY 11, 2022

WEDNESDAY •

MAY 25, 2022

ADAM FORTNEY

RUDI ALCOTT

SHERIFF,
SNOHOMISH COUNTY
SHERIFF'S OFFICE

VICE PREIDENT & PUBLISHER
THE DAILY HERALD
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ONE-ON-ONE
SERVICES

The Carl Gipson Center is proud to offer our members specialized,
one-on-one services. Sign up for appointments at Member Services.

Foot Care Clinic

Pedicures & Manicures

SHIBA Medicare Guidance

Neneh Jallows-Avant, BSN

Annie Nguyen

Tom Russell

2nd & 4th Saturdays

1st & 3rd Tuesdays

Every other Wednesday

$50 per session.

9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
$32 Pedicure
$40 Pedicure + Manicure

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
FREE

GIPSON
VOLUNTEER OF
THE MONTH

Member
BRENDA
BACON

Brenda has been a Gipson kitchen
volunteer for over 20 years. She has a knack
for baking and prepares from scratch items
for our members every Monday as well as
preparing lunches several times a week.
Brenda worked during the pandemic
preparing lunches while the Center was
closed and was instrumental in our
reopening.

If you're interested in becoming a volunteer,
please contact our Operations Manager Gul
to find out more.
Gul Subaykan | gsubaykan@voaww.org
425.818.2744

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Join us!

We need help with:
Activity Leadership
Meal Service
Membership Services
Newsletter (Print Edition)
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GIPSON FEATURED
TRIPS

Hibulb Cultural Center
Tuesday, May 17th • 11:000 - 3:00
Transportation is $10. Participants will
pay for their own lunch. Space is
limited. Please register at the member
services desk.

Emory's on Silver Lake
Wednesday, May 25th • 12:30 - 4:00
Transportation is $10. Participants will
pay for their own lunch. Space is
limited. Please register at the member
services desk.

The Village Theatre:
You're a Good Man, Charlie Brown
Thursday, June 9th • 12:00 - 3:30
Tickets are $15 at the theatre with the
Carl Gipson group. Those who would
would like to join will meet that the Carl
Gipson Center and walk to the Village
Theatre. Please be sure to register.
For more information & to sign up for Gipson trips,
please visit the Member Services desk or call 425.818.2784

GIPSON
REMINDER

THE

WILL BE CLOSED
MONDAY, MAY 30TH, IN HONOR OF MEMORIAL DAY
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Join the Gipson
Green Thumb Club!
On Thursday mornings from May
through the summer from 10:30-11:30am
we'll plant and tend to raised garden
beds on our North plaza. Join Director
Cory Armstrong-Hoss for our first
planning meeting on Thursday, May 5th,
at 10:30am in the Mt. Adams room.
GIPSON FEATURED
ACTIVITIES
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Keeping Our Community Healthy

Opioid misuse leads to thousands of deaths annually.
Learn what you can do to prevent the misuse of opioids.
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2802 Broadway | Everett, WA 98201
(425) 818-2784 | www.voaww.org/gipson-center
M-Th: 8:30 AM - 5:30 PM | Sat: 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM

